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Ramarlc»/AirgxiinentB 

Tf. Is assumed thac a copy;Qf the certiticd copy of the 
priority document has been received in thia- National Stage 
application from Che International Dureau. In the absence u£ 
an indication to the contrary, i receipt of such d copy .is 
acaumcdj and applicants respectfully boliclfc ack-nnw.l.edgmsni: of 
this receipt. Otherwise/ Llie ^xarainsr 1b respectfully 
requested to indicaLe Lhs nRRd;for submiccing a certified copy, 

The specification and abotiract have been formally amended 
to comply with the examiner 'a suggestions. 

I. 

Claims 21 -3C have been am<^iided Lu urDv.irlR proper 
antecedent basis for all posiLiively r«ni ted* features and to 
avoid optional expresaiuns, :well as to improvd their term. 
Referring bpecildnally to claims- .26 and 28, it chould be noted 
th^i. rjlaim 28, as well as claim 26, depends on claim 22. 
Therefore, it appears to be proper to refer in both ulalitis to a 
guide body, ! 

Ciaima 37 40 have been replacWl hy claims 41-43, which 
recite the method steps invfjl vf-d:' in mounting the device ot 
claim 21. 
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I t 

Reicction of claims ^1-36 41-43 under 35 U.S.C. TO^-^ta) 
aa being unpatentable over Axgarde et al, the priiftary 
fftf erence, in view of Rousch et' ai and Pcrne, the secondary 
relejceiicHs, is respectfully traversed. The secondary 
> references beiucj cJlhtil urily agaimst some features set forth in 

dependent claims i:^-36, the sole. Indepfindsnt' devicts claim 21 
Gtandc rejected on the Axgarde ec al patent . 

Aa pointed out in col. 2, linca -of Axgarde et al, 

the rHfexeiiLfei numeral 4 does not. designate a plate shaped 

dragging plar.R bur. "asphalL or Wrfaciag material." equivalent 
to layer 3 of applicants. ARph'a.TI/t or aarldclna itiaterial layer 
4 13 not connected to closing mlaans frame 5a, 5b and does not 

project horizontally into the ground structure below carrying 
If* • * * 

layer 3. In Other words, nothing suggcDtinq applicant s' 

plHi.*:— Hli^^Xif.ii dragging body 6 is suggested by Axgradc et al» 

The patentees do nor. suggest a devicti Tux equalizing changes in 

level between a ground area miTifar.p. and a frame for closing 

■ • mcano of a manhole. Axegrade at' al deal with an adjustable 

manhole tramc aoDcmbly comprising, a bottom frame 2 in which an 

upper telescoped frame 5a, 5b can be tixcd by ccrewe €> enabling 

l.hft upper frame and its cover x^ay be axially and angularly 

ur iwnl.wil in relation to the surfdce of ground structure layer 

4. Ti. Siuggesta nothing like a Iplate-shaped dragging body which 

transfer nh;qngAR in Ip.vel betwe^en the gromid area surface and 

-,11- - 
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Lbe. nioslnfj means frame to the- closing means frame, 
accordingly, claims 21 ic respectfully submitted ta hff 
patentable. 

Rousch et al's annul a r bctse member 4 the bottom part of 
their closing means ftnttv^ and inwardly projecting tlanqe 24 
supports ring nienJjer 32 on which cover 32 rests. None of these 
elemftni.H wLujfjesta anything resembling the claimed dragging 
body. Rousch at al and Fema may guggest some featurea r«c!ih«f1 
in dependent claimo but neither reference, dluiie or in 
combination with the primary references, auggRnr.s the claimed 
plate-ohapcd dragging plate. The depHndftnt claima are believed 
to be allowable with claim 21, .wtiereon cheyr depend* 

A« l.n i..he method claima, t^he Examiner has not alleged LlidL 
the- c:l aimed mounting steps arc -obvioua from, the references, 
ar/uordingly, claims 41-13 are reopectfully subuiiLLed to the 
patentable . 

A sincere effort having been, made to overcome all grounds 
ot rejection, favorable xeconslderacion and alXowaneo of claims 
21-3C and 41-43 dre rflRpecCfully, solicited. 



t 

Received[rom<15im5>atm310:38:19AM[EasteiiiDaylightT^^^^ 



SEP-04-2003 10:44 



COLLARD&ROE 



15163659805 P. 14 
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I hereby certity that this coTOspondenc© Is being seof liy talefex to Ihe US PTO, Fax No.: 
7n.'^-A72-9326 un StiplenVber 4, 2003. 
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